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Message from Revd. Phil Griffin 

Dear Friends, 
 

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year”. I am writing this message at 
the start of November, and one of my family is already very excited about 
Christmas! And, if Andy Williams is to be believed (and as I opened this 
with), it is the most wonderful time of the year. I might respectfully 
disagree though. While I do love Christmas, for me, the most wonderful 
time of the year is Easter - it is the culmination of everything else in the 
Church year and heralds the hope we have and hear in our services week 
by week. The January - April trimester is always an interesting one 
because it encompasses the great swathe from Epiphany through to 
Easter and beyond. It marks so many of the key moments in the gospel 
narratives, from the visit of the Gentile Magi to the Jewish Christ, to Jesus’ 
baptism and temptation, through Holy Week and all the extraordinary 
teaching in the Temple and streets of Jerusalem, and into the events of 
Good Friday, Easter Day and the weeks following His resurrection.  So, as 
we once again make the journey from childhood house, to the cross, and 
on to a resurrected body and the promise of heaven, let’s enjoy the highs 
and lows of the gospel together. 
 

Every blessing; 
Phil 

The Circuit online 

Circuit web site: : www.mvmc.org.uk 
District web site: www.sdmc.org.uk 
Circuit diary for events & activities: https://tinyurl.com/2cedfnkd 
Circuit leadership meeting minutes: https://tinyurl.com/rkbzpn88 

 
 

Important Calendar Dates 

General Church meetings: 

Wednesday 14th January 7pm Waltham Chase Methodist Church 

Wednesday 25th February 7pm Shirrell Heath Methodist Church 

 



Church Council meetings: 

Sunday 18th January 1pm Bishops Waltham United Free Church 

Wednesday 14th January 7pm Waltham Chase Methodist Church 

Monday 23rd March 7pm Shirrell Heath Methodist Church 

Sunday 15th February 12pm Swanmore Methodist Church 

Sunday 11th January 1pm Hambledon Methodist Church 

Circuit Meeting: 

Wednesday 18th March 7pm Bishops Waltham United Free Church 

 
 

Special Services & Events 

Circuit Celebration Service 

Sunday 26th 
April 

4pm Venue TBC Preacher TBC 

Lent 

Wednesdays: 
4th March 
to 1st April 

2pm Hambledon 
Lent Bible School with Revd. Roger 
French, studying Revelation ch's 6-10 

Good Friday 

Friday 3rd 
April 

10am Bishop’s Waltham 

Churches Together ‘Walk of Witness’: 
Meet at St. Peter’s C of E Bishops 
Waltham, end at Bishops Waltham 
United Free Church 

10.30am Shirrell Heath Good Friday service, details TBC 

2pm Hambledon 
‘At the foot of the Cross’ with Revd. 
Colin Chambers, Revd. Roger French 
and Revd. Phil Griffin 

Easter Day 

Sunday 5th 
April 

 

 

6.30am 
Holly Hill, Solomons 

Lane, SO32 2HU 
Sunrise service with Revd. Phil Griffin 

9.30am Waltham Chase 
Communion Breakfast Church Service 
with Revd. Phil Griffin 

10.30am 

Bishop’s Waltham Service with David Childs 

Hambledon Communion Service with Rosie Banks 

Shirrell Heath Service with Grace Westerduin 

Swanmore Service with Kathy Elvy 

  



January 2026 

Connexional 
year 

2025-2026 

4th 11th 18th 25th 

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 

Epiphany Sunday 
Sunday after 

Epiphany 
2nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
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Bishop's 
Waltham 

Childs LA Jenkins 
Griffin 
Cov HC 

Hambledon Sheridan 
Griffin 
Cov HC 

Economides French 

Shirrell 
Heath 

Chester 
Banks 

CC 
Griffin 
Cov HC 

Chambers 

Swanmore 
Griffin 
Cov HC 

Westerduin Elvy Gilbert 

Waltham 
Chase 

9.30am 
BF 

Kitching 
Cov HC 

Barber OW 

 

Key:  AW = Away Weekend.  BF = Breakfast Church.  CA = Church Anniversary. 
CC = Café Church.  Cov = Covenant Service.  CrL = Carol Service.  CS = Circuit Service.  
HC = Holy Communion.  HF = Harvest Festival.  LA = Local Arrangement. 
OW = Open Worship.  PS = Prayer & Share.  TS = Trial Service.  US = United Service. 
 

 

A Circuit Preacher unable to fulfil an appointment should find a 
fully accredited substitute and inform the Church and the 

Superintendent Minister as soon as possible. 
 



February 2026 

Connexional 
year 

2025-2026 

1st 8th 15th 22nd 

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 
4th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

5th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

S’day before Lent 
(Transfiguration) 

1st Sunday in 
Lent 
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Bishop's 
Waltham 

Brown Barber Banks 
De Ville 

HC 

Hambledon 
Griffin 

HC 
Phillipson 

SASRA 
Jenkins Kitching 

Shirrell 
Heath 

Cole 
CC 

Curley Tizzard 
Griffin 

HC 

Swanmore Jenkins 
Sweeney 

CA 
Griffin 

HC 
French 

Waltham 
Chase 

9.30am 
BF 

Griffin 
HC 

Elvy Hill 

 

Key:  AW = Away Weekend.  BF = Breakfast Church.  CA = Church Anniversary. 
CC = Café Church.  Cov = Covenant Service.  CrL = Carol Service.  CS = Circuit Service.  
HC = Holy Communion.  HF = Harvest Festival.  LA = Local Arrangement. 
OW = Open Worship.  PS = Prayer & Share.  TS = Trial Service.  US = United Service. 
 

 

A Circuit Preacher unable to fulfil an appointment should find a 
fully accredited substitute and inform the Church and the 

Superintendent Minister as soon as possible. 
 



March 2026 

Connexional 
year 

2025-2026 

1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th 

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 
2nd Sunday in 

Lent 
3rd Sunday 

in Lent 
Mothering 

Sunday 
5th S’day Lent, 
1st of Passion 

Palm Sunday, 6th of 
Lent, 2nd of Passion 
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Bishop's 
Waltham 

Gilbert 
Kitching 

HC 
R Banks Griffin 

Brown 
HC 

Hambledon 
Griffin 

HC 
Chambers Westerduin Rust French 

Shirrell 
Heath 

Sweeney 
White 

CC 
Freemantle Kitching 

Griffin 
HC 

Swanmore Castle Banks 
Griffin 

HC 
Sheridan 

LA 
Led by Gray 

Waltham 
Chase 

9.30am 
BF 

Griffin 
HC 

Burt Banks 
Chester 

CC 

 

Key:  AW = Away Weekend.  BF = Breakfast Church.  CA = Church Anniversary. 
CC = Café Church.  Cov = Covenant Service.  CrL = Carol Service.  CS = Circuit Service.  
HC = Holy Communion.  HF = Harvest Festival.  LA = Local Arrangement. 
OW = Open Worship.  PS = Prayer & Share.  TS = Trial Service.  US = United Service. 
 

 

A Circuit Preacher unable to fulfil an appointment should find a 
fully accredited substitute and inform the Church and the 

Superintendent Minister as soon as possible. 
 



April 2026 

Connexional 
year 

2025-2026 

5th 12th 19th 26th 

10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 10.30am 

Easter Day 
2nd Sunday of 

Easter 
3rd Sunday of 

Easter 
4th Sunday of 

Easter 
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Bishop's 
Waltham 

Childs French Johns 
Griffin 

HC 

Hambledon 
Banks 

HC 
Adejumo Griffin Chambers 

Shirrell 
Heath 

Westerduin 
Cousins 

CC 
French 

Banks 

HC 

Swanmore Elvy 
Kitching 

HC 
Morgan Bailey 

Waltham 
Chase 

9.30am 
Griffin 
BF  HC 

Boswell Swindell Sheridan 

 

Key:  AW = Away Weekend.  BF = Breakfast Church.  CA = Church Anniversary. 
CC = Café Church.  Cov = Covenant Service.  CrL = Carol Service.  CS = Circuit Service.  
HC = Holy Communion.  HF = Harvest Festival.  LA = Local Arrangement. 
OW = Open Worship.  PS = Prayer & Share.  TS = Trial Service.  US = United Service. 
 

 

A Circuit Preacher unable to fulfil an appointment should find a 
fully accredited substitute and inform the Church and the 

Superintendent Minister as soon as possible. 
 



Church details  
 

Bishops Waltham United Free Church   Membership: 30 
Basingwell Street, Bishops Waltham, SO32 1AL 
Emergency Sunday Contact:  Jenny on 07973 529415  
Notes & resources:  Occasional Toddler group inclusion in service on arrangement 
with preacher. Mission Praise complete 2009, screen, Readers. 
Worship Leaders:  Liz Sorsky 
 

Hambledon Methodist Church   Membership: 13 
Green Lane, Hambledon, PO7 4ST 
Emergency Sunday Contact:  John on 02392 632305 or Val on 02393 072088 
Notes & resources:  Songs/Hymns & readings to John Sargent by Thursday before. 
Mission Praise complete 2009, NIV, Readers, OHP, PowerPoint projector. Open prayer 
during praise time, intercessory prayers appreciated. 
Worship Leaders:  Val Jenkins, John Sargent 
 

Shirrell Heath Methodist Church   Membership: 45 
High Street, Shirrell Heath, SO32 2JN 
Emergency Sunday Contact:  Marion on 01329 833520 or 07883 484033 
Notes & resources:  All Age Worship for first 15 mins to involve children. Mission 
Praise and many digital resources, PowerPoint projector, NIV, Readers. 
Worship Leaders:  Maureen Donnan, Anne Gilbert, Ena Mears, Derek Morgan 
 

Swanmore Methodist Church   Membership: 43  
Chapel Road, Swanmore, SO32 2QB 
Emergency Sunday Contact:  Jill on 01489 896182 
Notes & resources:  Hymns & readings to stewards@s-m-c.org.uk by Thursday before. 
H&P, MP combined words edition, PowerPoint, DVD/CD facilities, NIV. 
Worship Leaders:  Jill Letts Musicians:  Marcus Charig, Graham Pearce 
 

Waltham Chase Methodist Church   Membership: 65 
Curdridge Lane, Waltham Chase, SO32 2LD 
Emergency Sunday Contact:  Jay on 07976 818658 or Mark C on 01489 895179 
Notes & resources:  All Age Worship for first 15 minutes to involve children. The 
Source, PowerPoint projector, Praise Group, Readers. 
Worship Leaders:  Margaret Hunt Service Leaders:  Jay Kirby, Mark Tizzard 
Musicians:  Catherine Griffin, Margaret Hunt, Daisy Weckwerth 

*Membership for Bishops Waltham includes Methodist and United Reformed members. 
 

Arise, shine, for your Light has come, 
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  Isaiah 60:1 

 

This Preaching Plan is a ‘public document’ under GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) 
legislation. Contact details for those named in this plan can be found in the Circuit Directory. 


